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The reception on the evening of      
October 24th will be held at the 
Squaxin Island Museum Library 
and Research Center (MLRC). 
The MLRC tells the story of the 
People of the   Water through a 
series of exhibits and displays   
depicting the strong connection 
between the seven inlets of South 
Puget Sound and the Squaxin   
Island Tribe.  As a living eco-
museum, the MLRC shows how 

nature and Squaxin Island Tribal culture relate.  Key topics, such 
as prehistoric and present day aquatic-centered lifestyles,     
highlight this link with nature and the inland sea. 
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Tour of Kennedy Creek 
           Chum Salmon Spawning                              4:00 p.m. 
Registration Packet Pickup                                      5:00 p.m. 
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Registration                                                             7:00 a.m. 
Invocation and Welcome                                         8:00 a.m. 
Talking Circle—Framing the Discussion                 8:30 a.m. 
Keynote Speaker (Invited: %����
��
'��� )            9:40 a.m. 
The State of the Climate (%
���(                           10:45 a.m. 
Concurrent Sessions— ��������)�*���                     1:30 p.m. 
Concurrent Sessions— ��+����)�,�������������      3:15 p.m. 
Evening Reception - Squaxin Island Museum         5:00 p.m. 

This conference focuses on five general topic areas, which we are    
calling water, fish, culture, economies and rights.  We’ve placed    

speakers and their presentations according to the following legend: 
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Introduction                                                             8:00 a.m.  
Talking Circle— Empowering the Discussion          8:15 a.m. 
Looking Ahead—Challenges for the Northwest      9:15 a.m. 
Concurrent Sessions— ,���������)�%
���          10:00 a.m. 
Catered Luncheon                                               12:00 noon. 
Concurrent Sessions—  *����)��������                    1:30 p.m. 
Concurrent Sessions— Ethics & ��+���                   3:15 p.m. 
Commitments for the Future                                   4:15 p.m. 
Adjourn                                                                    5:00 p.m. 

Owned and operated by the Squaxin Island Tribe, Little Creek 
Casino Resort is a multi-faceted facility.  In addition to a full 
gaming facility and a smoke-free area, the resort includes a full-
service hotel.  Accommodations include high-speed internet and 
a business center with complimentary computers, printers and 
fax.  Enjoy the pool, jacuzzi, and exercise room.  Dining options 
include a seafood bar, buffet, grille, café, lounge and espresso 
bar.  Local attractions offered by the Tribe are the Squaxin Tribal 
Museum and Salish Cliffs Golf Course. 
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The registration fee for the conference is $275.00.  Advance 
registration closes on October 17, 2007.  On-site registration 
will be accepted, although we cannot guarantee that conference 
materials or luncheon tickets will be available if you do not reg-
ister in advance. Payment options include:  check, money 
order, credit card.  We will accept Purchase Orders if received 
by October 1, 2007. Credit card registration is available at www.
wateradvocacy.org. 
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Full refunds for registration will be available until October 1, 
2007 upon written request.  If you cancel after October 1, 2007, 
your registration fee will be refunded at 50% until October 12, 
2007.  No refunds will be given after October 12, 2007.  All     
requests for refunds will be processed after October 26, 2007. 
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Individual conference participants must make their own travel 
arrangements. All major airlines and car rental companies serve 
both Seattle and Portland Airports.    
 
Little Creek Casino Resort is located 75 miles SW of Seattle, 
Washington and 126 miles NW from Portland, Oregon.  From 
Seattle, travel south on I-5 to Olympia/from Portland, travel 
north on 1-5 to Olympia.  Take Exit 104 to merge on U.S.    
Highway 101 N toward Aberdeen/Port Angeles.  After 13 miles, 
take Exit WA-108 W toward McCleary/Aberdeen. After .2 miles, 
turn left on SE Old Olympic Highway to the resort. 
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Hotels reservations must be made by individual conference  
participants.  A limited number of rooms are available at the   
Little Creek Casino Resort at the special conference rate of 
$60.00 plus 10% tribal tax.  Call 1-800-667-7711 and request 
the “Tribal Water Rights Conference” rate.  This rate is available 
until October 4, 2007. 
 
Other lodging is available 30 minutes away in Olympia, WA. 
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Terry Shepherd, Conference Coordinator 

Center for Water Advocacy, P.O. Box 331, Moab, UT 84532 
Conference Email:  nepatalk@uci.net / Phone:  970-420-9148 

Fax:  435-259-0708 / www.wateradvocacy.org 
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Registration Fee: $275.00 

Make checks payable to: 
Center for Water Advocacy 
 
Send payment with this form to: 
Center for Water Advocacy 
2007 Water Rights Conference 
P.O. Box 331 
Moab, UT 84532 

PLEASE PRINT 
Name ________________________________________ Title _____________________________________ 
Organization ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address ___________________________________ City _______________ State ____ Zip _______ 
Phone _________________________ Fax ______________________ Email _________________________ 

Will you be attending the Field Trip on Tues, October 23rd?   (Circle one):    Yes       No 
 
Do you need a lunch ticket for Thursday, October 25th?  (Circle one):   Yes      No    
Extra tickets for non-registered conference participants available for $15.00 each. 
 

Submission of this registration is agreement to the Cancellation policy described above. 
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According to a 2007 report entitled, “Native Communities and Climate Change:  Protecting Tribal Resources as Part of National Climate 
Policy,”1 Native American communities are the most vulnerable when it comes to the impacts of climate change.  “Traditional tribal     
practices and relationships with the natural world form the spiritual, cultural, and economic foundation for many Native American          
nations— foundations that will be, and in some cases already are, threatened by climate change.”  Temperatures and sea levels are     
expected to rise along with changes in traditional precipitation patterns and water cycles.  “Generally, increased warming is expected to 
shift many habitat regimes northward.  Rising temperatures will also magnify extinction pressures on species requiring moderation and/or 
cooler habitats.” 
 
“Native communities are particularly vulnerable, and the adverse effects of climate change will fall disproportionately on tribes even 
though their contributions to the problem are usually negligible. Tribes are often the first to see, and the first to feel, changes in the natural 
environment.” 
 
“For centuries, salmon have been a cultural cornerstone for the Native American tribes of the Pacific Northwest. Thus, any harm to the 
salmon will necessarily harm those tribes whose identity is inextricably bound to these fish.  Climate change affects salmon in a number of 
ways. For example, less snow and more rain in the winter months will alter natural stream flows, affecting salmon migration from        
freshwater to the ocean and back. Also, changes to the nature and quality of the aquatic environment could destroy salmon habitat and 
spawning grounds, diminish food supplies, and increase the incidence of predators and aquatic contaminants.  Rising air temperatures 
translate to warmer water, threatening salmon spawning and rearing. If streams get too warm, they will become uninhabitable to salmon 
altogether. One study estimates that by 2090, some states could lose over 40% of salmon habitat due to rising temperatures. These     
estimates do not take into account numerous other factors besides climate change that affect salmon viability. Over-fishing, deforestation, 
changing land use patterns, pollution, and other factors have already taken a serious toll on salmon populations since the 19th century.” 
 

(1Published by the Natural Resources Law Center at the University of Colorado Law School in conjunction with the Western Water Assessment at the University of Colorado) 
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